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Ukraine

April 28, 2011

Notice: SDA authority and adoption processing
in Ukraine

On the evening of April 7, 2011, President Yanukovych signed a Decree
transferring all functions of, the State Department for Adoption and
Protection of the Rights of the Child (SDA-- the current central adoption
authority of Ukraine), to the Ministry for Social Policy. We do not yet know
how the implementation of this transfer will affect processing of adoption
cases in the immediate future however the SDA is continuing to process
current pending cases at present.

We understand the Decree to amend the Ukrainian Family Code to reflect
the transfer of adoption authority to the Ministry of Social Policy is currently
in effect. However, the SDA has continued to carry out the functions of the
adoption authority. We will continue to encourage Ukraine to ensure that
adoptions between Ukraine and the United States are not interrupted as the
Ukrainian Family Code is amended and the procedural and logistical aspects
of the transfer is implemented.

According to SDA, there are now 134 U.S. families registered with the SDA,
some of them already in-country. We are asking all American families that
are currently in Ukraine or have appointments with SDA during the next few
weeks to send their contact information to the U.S. Embassy in Ukraine's
Adoption Unit at: kyivadoptions@state.gov. Families should contact their
local adoption service provider for further updates and details.

We will keep monitoring the situation and will provide updates as they
become available.
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